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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 3-7 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant 1 s' submission filed on 
11/17/06 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of- 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant • for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the' United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

3. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 



clearly anticipated by Hanan (U.S. Patent No. 6,898,730) 
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Referring to apparatus claims 1,2,10,17,18 and 23, Hanan 
teaches an apparatus for dual porting a serial advanced 
technology attachment disk drive (see item 100 in figure 1A) ) 
for utilization in fibre channel based communication (see lines 
10-17 of column 3),. comprising: 

a first idle regenerator (item 110 in figure 1A) ) connected 
to a first serial master device (item 106 in figure 1A) , the 
first idle regenerator being configured . to receiving and 
transmitting signals to the first serial master device via a 
first input/output (I/O) connection, the signals including an 
idle character stream (see lines 28-53 of column 4, note the 
"heartbeat packet" is being construed as the "idle character 
stream"; 

a second idle regenerator (item 112 in figure 1A) connected 
to a second serial master device (item 108 in figure 1A) , the 
second idle regenerator being configured to receiving and 
transmitting signals to the second serial master device via a 
second input/output (I/O) connection, the signal including an 
idle character stream (see lines 28-53 of column 4); 

a third idle regenerator (see item 116 in figure 1A) 
connected to the serial disk drive and the first and second idle 
regenerators, wherein the third idle regenerator is configured 
to communicating with the serial disk drive and the first and 
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second idle regenerators (see paragraph bridging columns 3 and 
4); 

a synchronization logic (see item 114 in figure 1A) 
configured to synchronizing data transfers between one of the 
first idle regenerator and the second idle regenerator, and the 
third idle generator, wherein the synchronization logic is 
connected to the first, the second and the third idle 
regenerators (see lines 48-64 of column 3); and 
an auto detector connected to the first and the second idle 
regenerators (28-41 of column 4), wherein the auto detector is 
configured to controlling data transfers to the first and the 
second idle regenerators based on the presence of idle 
characters from the first and the second serial master devices 
(see lines 28-54 of column 4) . 

4. Referring to apparatus claims 3,4,12,19 and 24, Hanan 
teaches the auto detector is configured to switching between the 
first and the second serial masters and enables communication 
with a single serial master at a time, (see lines 28-54 of 
column 4 ) . ■ 

5. Referring to claims 5,11,20 Hanan teaches the dual porting 
apparatus is suitable for utilization with a serial advanced 
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technology attachment disk drive (see lines 30-47 of column 3) . 

6. Referring to claims 6,13, and 21, Hanan the dual porting 
apparatus is suitable for utilization- with fibre channel based 
communication (see lines 2-17 of column 3) . 

7. Referring to claims 7 and 14, Hanan teaches the 
synchronization logic is configured to providing synchronization 
for idle character switching (see lines 48-64 of column 3) . 

8. Referring to claims 8,15,22 and 25, Hanan teaches the dual 
porting apparatus is embodied in an application specific 
integrated circuit (see lines 22-38 of column 5) . 

9. Referring to claims 9,16, and 26, Hanan the dual porting 
apparatus is integrated with the serial disk drive (see lines 
22-38 of column 5) . 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments filed 11/17/06 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The applicant argues: 

1) The prior art fails to teach the newly amended 
limitation of the first and second idle regenerators receiving 
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and transmitting signals to first and second serial master 
devices via respective first and second I/O connections (see 
first full paragraph of page 10 of applicant's remarks. 

As per argument 1, the Examiner disagrees. Hanan clearly teaches 
the above l imi tation (emphasis added) . Figure 1A shows first 
and second idle regenerators (items 110 and 112) coupled to the 
first and second serial master devices (106 and 108) via 
separate busses (not labeled). These busses are the I/O 
connections. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Eron J. 
Sorrell whose telephone number is 571 272-4160. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kim Huynh can be 
reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published • applications 
"may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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May 11, 2007 
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